
If you cannot attend the AGM, please deliver or mail annual dues to the treasurer: 
Veronica Zehntner, 160 Pirates Lane, Nanaimo, BC V9R 6R1. 

PINA members are encouraged to stand for election to the Board 

All Protection Islanders are welcome to attend the AGM, however, voting is 
restricted to members only or with proxy. Any Protection Island resident, 
regardless of whether they rent or own property, is encouraged to join our 

Neighbourhood Association. Membership is $10/year/person. Make cheques out to PINA

registration at 1PM (at the gate) 
meeting starts at 1:30 sharp

you may remain in your golf cart for the meeting, chairs will be provided for those who walk
an opportunity for all residents and property owners to discuss issues of importance 
to Islanders. The Board would like to extend a special welcome to our new Islanders
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join us!

a yearly newsletter

Your P.I.N.A. Board of Directors is honoured to serve its members in 
this very special island community. PI has experienced a boom in 
development since our last newsletter. Many of the new residents 
have embraced island life and have joined one or more of the groups 
that share a common passion. From pickle ball and hockey on the 
courts to gardening and fundraising at the community garden, or 
volunteering at Mud Bay Dock to working as a first-responder with volunteering at Mud Bay Dock to working as a first-responder with 
Fire Station 7, or outdoor exercising and karate training, there is 
something for everyone and participation is what makes this such a vibrant community.

                         
For those community-minded folks, consider putting your name in as a nominee 
for our Board of Directors. PINA has five vacancies to fill and we are interested 

in diversifying our Executive Committee.Ve vant

new blood

Debra Sherwood-Brint

Jim MacQuarrie

With rapid change also comes new pressures on resources. Limited moorage is 
now shared among more users. Our park trails experience heavier traffic. Long-time 
residents have new neighbours instead of an undeveloped lot next to them. More 
traffic, more noise, and less privacy mean everyone needs time to adjust.  



                        In addition, climate change is taking a toll on our forested parklands. Some shoreline is eroding. 
                       Our roads are drier and dustier much earlier in the year. Throw in the stresses related to a global 
                       pandemic that affected our normal freedoms and I am sure that we have all felt the strain of 
adjusting to these changes. Issues do arise from time to time that require some form of organized community 
response. Since our last AGM, PINA’s Board of Directors has kept active, maintaining communication with City 
representatives and working on many issues in both responsive and proactive ways. Here is a sampling of 
PINPINA’s activities from June 2019 – June 2021:
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Jim MacQuarrie
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Also, please make sure you are not encroaching 
on the Disabled Parking zone as those folks are 
not as agile in squeezing in and out of vehicles 
and may be maneuvering walkers, etc. Users of 
that zone MUST display the special parking tag.
There is ongoing refurbishing of the planter area 
in the circle but this should in no way impede 
parking. You may park all around except where 
the two orange cones are. On very busy days 
when and the lot is full you may have to park on 
Pirates Lane. making sure not to block driveways. 
When approaching the circle please slow down,

Francois Savard

The roads have held up remarkably well despite no grading last year due to Covid. A big 
thank you to the "PI Pothole Crew" (Jim & Gary) who once again went around filling the 
potholes that developed from the torrential Jan.rains and the snowy Feb. and to Mike 

Lamoureux for the use of his tamper. They did a very professional job and kept us mobile. 
The City's maintenance schedule for this year has been delayed by a few weeks due to the barge being 
down for repairs. At time of writing, barging of wrap is now scheduled for the week of June 21st or even 
the 28th, to be followed by grading and dust suppression. If the weather is dry, the Roads Dept. advises 
it's a good idea to soak your section of road shortly before dust suppression is applied, also that the product 
(Calcium Chloride) supposedly last 8 months and reactivates with moisture, so a sprinkle now and then 
through the dry spells in summer should help with 
the dust. The chip seal paving originally planned 
for 2022 has now been postponed to 2027.

The Park located at the sunny south end of the island is a 
popular fixture for dogs and their owners. Signs are posted

 not have public garbage disposal, no poop bag dispensers or 
garbage can has been installed, so remember to bring your 
own bags and remove your dog's waste for disposal at home, 
(either empty down the toilet or bury it). This rule applies 
to you and your dog wherever you are on the island.

 Please do NOT toss poop bags in the parks and bushes 
ooff the trails, on the boulevards, behind mail boxes or 
under flat rocks at the dog park. Despite advertising, the 
bags take 2 to 3 years to decompose. Before leaving the 
park, please scan the area where your dogs played in case 
you missed a "deposit," Also, please return any sticks to 
the beach that they have dragged up to the grassy area, 

lawnmowers and sticks do not mix well.

 outlining the rules and etiquette, take a minute to review 
them before using the park. Because Protection Island does 

Our thanks to the Protection Island Lions Club who are the 
stewards of this property and keep the grass mowed. 
Please respect the rules so all can enjoy this wonderful 

waterfront space with their dogs for exercise, play, swimming 
and meeting new 2-legged and 4-legged friends.
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there are blind spots and people are walking to or from vehicles or the mail boxes, not to 
mention the dust created by speed for the surrounding neighbours. NOTE:  PINA leases 
the vehicle access to the Mud Bay Dock which goes to the dock head only (gravel surface). 

The purpose is for PICK-UP and DROP-OFF ONLY. As part of our lease agreement with the City, there is to 
be No Parking in the park. Dock users are asked to park their vehicles in the circle.



Francois Savard

Due to Covid regulations the garden has operated 
under a “bubble gardening” system where groups of 
two or three people are in charge of certain gardening 
chores and looking after certain beds including 
planting, watering and harvesting of crops. Fresh
produce is put out on the harvest table at the road 
side and islanders are welcome to help themselves.
The May Plant Sale, which also operated with covid 
restrictions was very successful, as was the Spring
Garden Run. This event allowed DIGS members to 
order garden supplies which were delivered by PI 
Supply and DIGS covered a portion of the barging Supply and DIGS covered a portion of the barging 
costs. In past years, our Little Diggers program was 
offered on Sundays at the garden, but because of 
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Jim MacQuarrie
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entertained by the Protection Island Players performances. It was not possible to hold 
many of our usual community events, but we were able to host a special guest, as Santa 
Claus joined us at our Christmas parade. Islanders also enjoyed the Easter scavenger 
hunt. And of course, we continue to offer bursaries to Protection Island students moving 
on to post-secondary studies; let any Lions member know if you or your child fits this 
description, and we’ll arrange the one-time bursary. Despite all the things mentioned 
above, the work we were most invested in, and are most pleased with, is the work that above, the work we were most invested in, and are most pleased with, is the work that 
has happened quietly behind the scenes as we joined with other  groups and individuals 
across the island to help friends and neighbours weather the very difficult days of the 
pandemic. Everyone needs help from time to time.  Whether needs arise from a lost job, 
a health concern, an unexpected expense, or loneliness during physically-distanced 

times, your Protection Island Lions Club has done its best to find ways to offer support. We look forward to the 
brighter days that are surely just around the corner, and the time when we can gather and celebrate together.

Pere Noel

Jim MacQuarrie
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Operated by the Protection Island Cultural Historical Society (PICHS)
The Protection Island Museum and Archives had to close temporarily because of the 
Pandemic, but we’re looking forward to when we can re-open. Stay tuned for news.

About the Museum and Archives
Situated in the original lighthouse-keeper’s cottage, the Museum and Archives sits on Gallows Point, 
the southernmost spot on the island. It presents a permanent display of mining and social history, 
artifacts, photographs and maps as well as a comprehensive archive, which includes hundreds of 
documents related to Protection Island history. The cultural part of our title refers to our commitment 
to reflect and illuminate the talented inhabitants of our island by presenting their art, wisdom and 
various collections. Our past programs have included lectures on native plants of Protection Island, various collections. Our past programs have included lectures on native plants of Protection Island, 
Coast Salish weaving, bottle collecting, nature and beach walks, exhibits of crafts and antiques, 
book launches and musical happenings. 

Wendy Chandler

Wendy Chandler



Storytime has continued on Zoom, or outside in family bubbles and physically distanced when group 
events were allowed. Hopefully this summer weekly storytimes can continue in Pirates Park under the 
Garry oaks, including our popular pirate party and teddy bear picnic. Children accompanied by an adult 
are welcome to come and join in the fun. Covid restrictions will apply. This year, we thoroughly enjoyed
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An island community volunteer-run lending library established in 2012. More than 5000 
titles of children and youth books, adult fiction and non-fiction and dvds donated by the 

island community. P.I. residents can borrow books and dvds for free, and donations of books and dvds in 
good condition are gratefully accepted for the library collection or annual book sale. There is also a free 
book and magazine exchange, comfortable reading area and children’s space with toys and crafts. 
Self-serve beverages and washrooms are available.
The library offers a weekly library opening day Sundays 1-3 pm and children’s fun story-time Mondays at 
10:30 am (subject to change). Throughout the year, there are several well-attended mostly local author 
readings and other events such as winter solstice readings and a book sale at the PI Fall Fair. Due to

Craig Taylor

Stay tuned for library updates posted on Proisle, Facebook and bulletin boards
including our upcoming 10th Anniversary Celebration September 30th, 2022.
Christine Firth has retired from the PI library committee. In her nine years of 
volunteering, she catalogued the collection, managed the in-house computer 
catalog/circulation system, staffed the Sunday openings and trained new 
volunteers. A big thank you to Christine for her invaluable contributions. 
The volunteer library committee, Thora Howell, Gillian Bigl and Cate Muir, is 
responsible for the over-all operation of the library and programming events.
For help using the online catalog, to register for a Patron ID required for the 
new system, or other questions, email us: PIBeaconLibrary@gmail.com.



Block Watch is a community-driven program which 
brings neighbours together through increased 
communication between themselves and the police. 
Block Watches have several significant commitments:
report suspicious activity to the police, create a safe 
community, and build communication with your 
neighbours. Police alone cannot solve crime in the neighbours. Police alone cannot solve crime in the 
community. They need extra eyes and ears to report
suspicious activity and crime. Nanaimo, including 
Protection Island, has a vibrant Block Watch program
strongly supported by the RCMP. Block Watch P.I. 
has over 100 island homes registered, and works 
with other community groups such as PINA and the 
Lions Club to monitor and report to both RCMLions Club to monitor and report to both RCMP and 
City of Nanaimo ByLaw officers. Our participation 
assists  by providing useful data to the various 
enforcement personnel which helps to mitigate 
potential threats to the safety of our community.  
Because of the strong relationships we’ve formed
both on and off island, we have a strong voice when
dealing with various City authorities. dealing with various City authorities. 
P.I. Block Watch representatives can be reached for more 

information by email, piblockwatch@gmail.com
or by texting (250) 716-1021

 - by Peter Frewin

PAYMENT FOR GARBAGE/RECYLING: $5 per large garbage bag, attach cash or cheque to bag. Any drop 
fees for garbage may be billed later. Extra charges to recycle large items: $10 per TV or computer element; 
$15 per hot water heater; $30 per appliance (+$15 fee for freezer or fridge with freon).

Household GARBAGE is picked up every Wednesday, RECYCLING is picked up every 2nd Thursday. 
Please MARK YOUR GARBAGE, 5 bags maximum per household, no construction garbage or garden waste.

second Thursday, dates are posted on PI notice boards: July 8 & 22, Aug 5 & 19 and Sept 2, 16 & 30. The 
barge picks up from Port Place mall on Wednesdays. Shop and pay in person at Thriftys, Liquor Store or 
London Drugs on Tuesday, write your name and phone on order and tell cashier it’s for PI. NOTE: You must
call, text or email PI supply if you have a LD or LCB pickup. Or you can ORDER ONLINE from THIFTY’S 
by Tuesday: select PICK UP 10 TO NOON WED time slot and in the notes at end of the order specify “For 
Protection Island: PI Supply pickup Wed.” Your order will be kept in the cooler. Thrifty’s charges a small
shopper fee and PI Supply charges $4 per bin (holds several grocery bags). Delivery times will vary from shopper fee and PI Supply charges $4 per bin (holds several grocery bags). Delivery times will vary from 
mid to late afternoon.
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Representatives from interest groups on the island held a zoom session June 4 to determine
best ways to share our multi-purpose court. The following table represents their consensus, 

but will be revisited as time goes on.

Are you prepared for a fire or medical emergency? Street addresses should be clearly visible from the road 
so the fire department can find you quickly in an emergency. Nanaimo Fire Rescue responds to all 911 calls 
for fire and medical emergencies on Protection Island. Have a fire escape plan for your home with a safe 
meeting place outside and make sure that all household members are familiar with the plan. Have a fun 

surprise fire drill every 3 months, it only takes a few minutes and keeps the plan fresh in everyone's memory, 
especially little kids.  Check the service date on your home fire extinguishers, they should be serviced yearly. 

If you have a motor driven boat, it is good practice to carry an extinguisher on board.If you have a motor driven boat, it is good practice to carry an extinguisher on board.



To our membership, I want to thank you for your 
financial support ($10/year membership fee) so
that we may meet our obligations for insurance 

An Island net – Pro-Isle E-mail group pro-isle4@groups.io
Home page: www.groups.io/g/pro-isle4
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This newsletter was compiled by Veronica Zehntner.and Jim MacQuarrie.
Check out protectionisland.org for information on P.I. as well as the 
minutes from P.I.N.A meetings, which are also posted on bulletin boards 

We thank all the contributors for their reports. 
For any errors in copying & pasting, apologies

You MUST give your STREET ADDRESS, which must also 
be CLEARLY VISIBLE on your property 
so you can be promptly located.

 
Protection Island’s Station #7 Fire Hall will respond 
to all MEDICAL EMERGENCY calls. On-call firefighters 

are trained in First Response First Aid 
and will stay with you until 
paramedics arrive.
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